To review all reports of lactic acidosis in metformin-treated patients published since May 1995, to try to establish the link between metformin and the onset of lactic acidosis.
How were decisions on the relevance of primary studies made?
The authors do not state how the papers were selected for the review, or how many of the reviewers performed the selection.
Assessment of study quality
Validity does not seem to have been assessed, although the authors reported whether the included articles gave brief or full details of the case. The authors do not state how the papers were assessed for validity, or how many of the reviewers performed the validity assessment.
Data extraction
The authors do not state how the data were extracted for the review, or how many of the reviewers performed the data extraction.
Data were extracted into the following categories: brief or full details provided; age; metformin dose, duration and last intake delay; blood parameters, i.e. lactate (mmol/L), pH, metformin (mg/L) and creatinine (mg/dl); and whether the blood creatinine was greater than 1.5 mg/dL (before admission and after admission). The link between metformin and lactic acidosis was assessed using three questions.
